192                          THE COMPLETE

Thirdly, By this fraud, perhaps, the same piece
of money might, several years after, come into your
hands again, after you had sold it for a trifle ; and
so you might lose by the same shilling two or three
times over.

It has been the opinion of some, that a penalty
should be inflicted upon those who offered any coun-
terfeit money in payment. But, besides that there
is already a statute against uttering false money,
knowing it to be such, if any other or further law
should be made, either to enforce the statute, or to
have new penalties added, they would still fall into
the same difficulties as in the act.

1.   That innocent men would suffer, seeing many
tradesmen may take a piece of counterfeit money in
tale with other  money,  and really not know it;
and so may offer it again as innocently as they first
took it ignorantly ; and to bring such into trouble
for every false shilling which they might offer to
pay away without knowing it, would be to make the
law merely vexatious to those against whom it was
not intended.

2.   Such an act would be difficultly executed ;
because  it would  not be easy to  know who did
knowingly utter false money, and who did not.    So
that, upon the whole, such a law would nowise an-
swer the end, nor effectually discover the offender,
much less suppress the practice.

But a general act, obliging all tradesmen to sup-
press counterfeit money, by refusing to put it off
again after they knew it to be counterfeit, and a
general consent of tradesmen to do so, would be the
best way to put a stop to the practice, the morality
of which is so justly called in question; and the ill
consequences of which to trade are so very well
known. Nor will anything but a universal consent
of tradesmen in the honest suppressing of counter-